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Having said so much upon general 
principles, without referring to the 
ence o © magicians o pt, the 
wizards and witches of the Jews, the 
oracles of the heathen, their necro- 
muncers, soothsayers and astrologers, 

evils in postles’ we wi 
notice, and to detect, so far as 
we have the Scriptures for our aid, 
some: few instances of the develop- 
ment of false pete in more modern 
times, and in this our day. 

The. French Prophets” were pos- 
seased of a opt that deceived ; they 
existed in Vivaris and Daupbany in 
great numbers in the year 1688; there 
were many boys and girls, from seven 
to twenty-five; they had strange fits, 
as in trembliags and faintings, which 
made them stretch out their legs and 
arms as in a swoon; they remained 


awhile in tran coming out of 
them, “alt — — 
mouths, . Buck’s Theological 


10 

No Ww never had any Prophets 
that, ected in this way; there was 
nothiag indecoraus in the proceedings 
of the Lord's Prophets in any age; 
neither had. the tles nor Pro- 


phets in the Apostles’ day anything 


of this kind. Paul says, Ye may all 
prophesy, one by one; and if any- 
thing be revealed to another, let the 
first hold his for the spirit of 
the Prophets is subject to the Pro- 
— but =e we 2 that — 
ophets are subject to ru, a 
falling down, have twitching tum- 
blings and faintings, through the in- 
fluenee of that spirit, being ential 
under its control. Paul says, Let 
everything be done decently and in 
order,” but here we find the greatest 
disorder and indecency in the con- 
duct of both men and women, 
above described. The same vale 
would apply to the fallings, twitch- 
ings, swoonings, shaking and trances 
of many of our modern revivalists. 
Johanna Southcott professed to he 
a prophetess, wrote a book of 
rophecies in 1804; she became the 
ounder of a people that are now 
extant. She was to bring forth, in a 


ce appointed, a son, that. was 
— they Meeai which thing ig 
failed. Inde t of this, however. 


where do we read of a woman 
was the founder of a church, in the 
word of God? Paul told the wome 
in his day, To keep silence in tl 
Church, and that if they wished 
know anything to ask their —— 


— — 
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at home ;” he would not suffer a 
woman “to rule, or to usurp autho- 
rity in the Church ;” but here we 
find a woman tlie founder of a church, 
the revelator and guide, the Alpha 
and Omega, contrary to all acknow- 
ledged rule, principle and order. 
Jemimah was another 
prophetess that figured largely in 
America in the last century. {She 
stated that she was taken sick and 
died, and that her soul went to hea- 
ven, where it still continues. Soon 


after. her body was reanimated with 


the Spirit and power of Christ, ps 
er, 


- became a livin 


‘formed in various parts of 


which she set up as a public teac 


and declared that she had an immedi- 
ate revelation. Now the Scriptures 
itively assert that “ Christ is the 
rst fruit, afterwards those that are 
Christ's at his coming, then cometh 
the end.“ But Jemimah, according 
to her testimony, died, and rose again 
before the time mentioned in the 
Scriptures. The idea of her soul 
being in heaven while her body was 
on earth, is also preposterous. hen 
God breathed into man’s nostrils, he 
soul, before that he 
did nut live, and when that was taken 
awuy, his body died; and so did our 


Savior when the spirit left the body, 


nor did his body live until his spirit 
returned in the power of his resur- 
rection. But Mrs. Wilkinson's soul 
[life] was in heaven, and her body 
without the soul [or life] on earth, 
living without the soul, or without 


é. 
The Irvingites are a people that bo 


have counterfeited the truth, perhaps 


the nearest of any of our modern 


They commenced about 
, in the city of London, 
they have churches 
England 
and Scotland, and some few in Upper 


sectarians. 
ten years 
in England ; 


Canada. Mr. Irving, their founder, 


was a learned and talented minister 
of the Church of Scotland; he was a 
t logician, and a powerful orator, 
‘but withal wild and enthusiastic in 
his views. Moving in the higher 
circles, and possessing talent and 


‘geal, placed him in a situation to be- 
come a conspicuous character, and to 
raise up a society similar to that 
‘which is called after his name. The 
Irvingites have apostles, prophets, 
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pastors, teachers, evangelists and 
angels. They profess to have the 
gift of tongues, and the interpreta- 
tion of tongues, and, in some few 
instances, to have the gift of healing. 

The first prophetic spirit that was 
manifested was in some Miss Cam 
bells that Mr. Irving met with, while 
on a journey in Scotland; they had, 
what is termed among their 
“ utterances,” which were evidently o 
A supernatural agency. Mr. Irving, 
falling into the commun error of con- 
sidering all supernatural manifesta- 
tions to be of God, took them to 
London with him, and introduced 
them into his church. 

They were there honored as the 
prophetesses of God, and when they 
spoke, Mr. Irving or any of his mini- 
sters had to keep silence. They were 
peculiarly wrought upon before the 
congregation, and Had strange utter- 
ances, uttered with an unnatural, 
shrill voice, and with thrilling intona- 
tions ; they frequently made use of a 
few broken, unconnected senten 
that were ambiguuus, incoherent, an 
incomprehensible; at other times 
they were more clearly understood. 
They would frequently cry out, 
“There is iniquity! There is ini- 
quity!' And Mr, Irving bas been 
led, under the influence of this charge, 
to fall down upon his knees before 
the public congregation, and to con- 
fess his sin, not knowing whether he 
had sinned, nor wherein, nor whether 
the thing referred to him or some- 
dy else. During these operations, 
the bodies of the persons speakin 
were powerfully wrought upon, the 
countenances were distorted, they had 
frequent twitchings in their hands, 
and the whole system was powerfully 
convulsed at intervals; they some- 


times, however, (it is su ,) spoke 
in correct tongues, sary the in- 
terpretations. 

nder the influence of this spirit, 
the church was organized by these 
women; apostles, prophets, etc., were 
soon called, and a systematic order of 
things introduced, as above men- 
tioned. A Mr. Baxter (afterwards 
one of the principal prophets), upon 
going into one of their meetings, say 
‘I saw a power manifested, an 
thought that it was the power of God, 
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and asked that it might fall upon me; 
it did so, and I began to prophesy. 

Eight or nine years ago they had 
about sixty 1 guing through 
the streets of London, testifying that 
London was to be the place where 
the two witn ” spoken 
John, were to prophesy ; that they, 
“The Church and the Spirit,” were 
the witnesses, and that at the end of 
‘three years and a half there was to be 
an earthquake and great destruction, 
and our Savior was to come. Their 
apostles were called together at the 
appointed time watching the event, 
but Jesus did not come, and the pro- 
phecy was then ambiguously explained 
away. They frequently had signs 
given them by the spirit to prove to 
them that what was manifested to 
them should take place. Mr. Baxter 
related an impression that he had 
concerning a child. It was mani- 
fested to him that he should visit the 
child and lay hands upon it, and that 
it should be healed ; and to prove to 
him that this was of God, he should 
meet his brother, in a certain place, 
who should speak unto him certain 
‘words. His brother addressed him 
precisely in the way and manner that 
the manifestation designated. The 
sign took place, but when he laid his 
hands apes the child it did not re- 
cover. I cannot vouch for the autho- 
rity of the last statement, as Mr. 
Baxter at that time had left the 
Irvingites ; but it is in accordance 
with many of their proceedings, and 
the thing never has been attempted 
to be denied. , 


It may 
— in all this that is wrong? 
irst. The church was organized 
by women, and “God p in the 
burch, frst 4 secondarily 
Prophets,” and not first women, but 
Mr. Irving placed in his church first 
women, secondarily Apostles; and 
the church was founded and orga- 


asked, where is there | 
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nized by them. A woman has no 
right to found or organize a church ; 


never sent them to do it. 
Those women would 


nd. 
in the midst of a meeting, an 
buke Mr. Irving or any at th 2 


of Now the Scriptare itively sa 


Thou shalt not an Elder, but 
entreat him as a Father ;” not only 
this, but they the 
brethren, thus placing themselves in 
the seat of Satan, who is emphati 
called “ the accuser uf the brethren. 

Third. Mr. Baxter received the 
spirit on asking for it, without at- 
tending to the ordinances, and began 
to prophesy, whereas the Scriptural 
way of attaining the gift of the Holy 
Ghost is by baptism, and by laying 
on of hand. 

Fourth. As we have stated in re- 
gard to others, the spirit of the Pro- 
phets is subject to the Prophets; but 
those prophets were eubject to the 
spirits, the spirit controling their 
bodies at pleasure, 

But it may be asked how Mr. 
Baxter could get a sign from a 
person? To this we would answer, 
that Mr. Baxter’s brother was under 
the same spirit as himself, and being 
— to that spirit he could be 
easily made to speak to Mr. Baxter 
whatever the spirit should dictate ; 
but there was not power in the spirit 
to heal the child, 

Again it may be asked, how it was 
that they could speak in tongues if 
they were of the devil? We would 
answer that they could be made to 
2 in another tongue, as well as 
their own, as they were under the 
control of that spirit, and the devil 
can tempt the Hottentot, the Tur 
the Jew, or any other nation; and i 
these men were under the influence 
of his spirit, they of course could 
— Hebrew, Latin, Greek, Italian, 

utch, or any other language that the 
devil knew. 


[ro BE 


Under certain known conditions, the force which generates heat will also 


generate light, electricity, and even sound. 


-convertible into each other. 
will avail 


the powers of the mind are 


in one direction has 


Mental drill and discipline gained in one way 
us in a hundred other ways. Knowledge 


intimate relations with all other knowledge. Power, developed and exercised 
in one sphere, is ready for use in another; and he who has drawn it from 
many sources will, be best fitted 


to put it forth in his chosen vocation. 


700 
| 
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THE UTAH 


Nĩoy section of the co as been 
alked about so much 
t the affairs of no place are so 


is is in consequenee 


‘tinderst | 
of Wen and prejudice, 


the first of whiel gains credence by 
reason of the second. If people were 
not prepared by prejudice to believe 
extraordinary things about the peo- 
ple of this Territory, much of the mis. 
Teprexentation that suceeeds would 
utterly fuil, as too foulish to be be- 
lieved. and unworthy of notice. be- 
cause unaccompanied with evidence 
In its support. i 

To comprehend the situation here. 

is necessary to know whut kind of 
people make up the population. They 
may be divided into three classes. 
First, the Latter-day Saints. though 
incorrectly, commonly called Mor- 
mons.” 
nected with the first named by reli- 
gious ties, but somewhat associated 
85 them commercially and as neigh- 
bors ; they are the -non-“ Mormons,” 
Third, individuals who ure violently 
opposed to the masses of the people 
dp, aversthing they are the anti- 
* Mormons.” e two latter classes 
are sometimes denominated Gen- 
tiles,” or “ outsiders,” becaise they 
do not belong to the Mermon 
Church, and among them, singular to 
state, are several very respectahle 

ebrews, who mostly belong to the 
second division. Utah, we believe, 
is the only place where a Jew is 
classed with the Gentiles. The third: 
class includes some men and women 
who-have been excommunicated from 
the “Mormon” Church, and are known 
as Apostates. | 
_. The Latter-day Saints frst settled 
the country and made it habitable for 
the others. They ate very largely in 
the majority, including the whole 
population except from 15,000 
20,000 at the very utmost. 


‘Ply believe alike on religious mat- 
torx, and they think it proper and 
wise to unite as much as possible in 
those things that ure called seculur. 
Cantequently in politics they are not 
subject to us inuch strife and con- 


to 


untry bas been | 
ts Diab 


SITUATION, 


a8 usually divides, commuaj- 
and, when they vote it is gene- 
Tally the same ticket, though : occs- 
siovally some of them divide after 
In this union t simply ca pee 
in, practice what all be ies 
advocate in theory. Democrats a 
urged to ga solid for their ticket 
republicans the sume, Green-backers 
ditto, The “ Mormons” are orga- 
nized into The People’s Party, ana 
are generally dined on 
local issues. They are found fault 


‘tention as us 


Second, persons not con- 


with because of this. They ars 
accused of carrying religion into poli- 
ties. But it must be remem 
that the original settlers on this 8. 
came here as members of a Church, 
and they have retained their fidelity 
to their faith, and they think th 
have the right to cling together in 
things, as the best method of self- 
preservation against the attacks of 
people who assault their faith by 
means. 
The Church organization and the 
political machinery are as separate 
und distinct here as thay can be any- 
where; but it is a natural conse- 
quence of the opposition 
against them that they should sustain 
eaeli other in both Church and State 
interests, although there is no union 
of the twain in the common sense 
the term. The consequence is tha 
most of the local offices in the gift e 
the people are commonly filled 
members of their own body, reli- 
giously and politically, that is, m har- 
mony with the body on all essential 
points. The majority, under the cir- 
cumstances, would be very unwise if 
they were to arrange it otherwise. 
Tue non-“ Mormons” have come 
here on business They have been as 


free to settle here as the Mormous. 


Most of them have made money by 


the change of residence. Mauy of 
| then: commenced with little or no- 


thing, and have s better 
thau ever in their lives beſore. No 
matter what their religion or pbs 
they have not been mterfered — 


by the majority. Very res 


pecta 
intelligent and estimable ludies and 


24 
—ͤ 
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tlemen are among their number. 
ey mind their own business, are 
treated with and 
VI if it wets not fur 

the third | 


The latter are very few in number, 
but they make a great noise. Among 
them are the rabid sectarian preach- 
ets, who have a great grievance in 
not being able to convert the “ Mor- 
mons” to thejr feeble tems of 
theoldgy. This makes them exceed- 
ingly bitter and vituperative. There 


are also the class before-mentioned, 


who have seceded or been cut off the 
“Mormon” Church. Most bf them 
are, if possible, more virulent and 
antagonistic than the sectarians. Re- 
pudiated for — iniquity or falling 
away from other causes, they have a 
chronic disposition to assail their for- 
mer faith and those who continue 
2 Then there are the Federal 
office-hulders who generally join in 
with the antis from selfish motives. 
They don't want to see Utah made a 
State, because then their occupation 
would de gone, and some of them 
ing unfit for anything else than 
office, would be gone tov, effectually. 
The military are not here classed with 
the civil government officials. Most 
of the camp officers are and have been 
gentlemen as well as soldiers. 

Lastly, there are the adventurers 
who huve drifted westward, and who 
are unscrupulous and unprincipled. 
They stand no chance of local pre- 
ferment. They are hangers-on. Some 
can write as well as speak libelous 
things pungently, and so make a few 
dimes by lampooning, deriding and 
slandering everything “ Mormon.” 
They are used by the anti-“ Mormons” 
to whip into line the non-“ Mormons,” 
and make it more than their reputa- 
tions are worth to take a bold and 
independent course. Let any man 
act impartially, refusing to lean on 
the Morinon”- hating side. and he is 
denounced as a “Jack-Mormon, a 
name which seems tu strike terror 
into timid souls. Fear of abuse and 
the lash of the reckless rascals who 
have nothing at stake, who can libel 
and be without fear of punishment, 
many fair-minded and honor- 
able “Gentiles” cringe and bow to 
the clique which they utterly despise. 


— 


| 
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The Mormons“ are often accused 
of being in subjection to their leaders, 
but there ix no bondage that we know 
of in this. “land, uf liberty” equal to, 
the cowardly submission of cowardty 
non-“ Mormons” to the dicta and 

licy of the small party of violence. 

hen we consider how few the vil. 
lains are, and of how Tittle significance 
they would be if it were not for the 

those who supinely succumb to their 
impudence and ribaldry, we pity them 
for cravens. — 

The anti-“ Mormons” or “ Mormon- 
eaters,” manufacture the hobgoblin 
stories and Munchausenisms that 
startle the world and create the im- 
pressions that prevail abroad about 
lawlessness, rebellion and hostility io 
Utah, which is really the quietest 
und most orderly part of Uncle Sam’s 
domain. They stir up the strife ; 
they irritate the religious bodies, Jed 
by the priors of the day; they send 
about lies by lightning; they work 
upon Congressmen and committees ; 
they plan to prevent this Territory 
from becoming a State; they intimi- | 
date officials who would be just, and 
scare them into hostility against the 
masses of the people, into acts that 
will not bear the light of reason or of 
justice; they hinder the progress and 
development of the Territory, and 
being unable to rule would like to 
ruin the people whom they hate with 
a rancorous animosity that savors of 
diaholism. 

Without the last-named class this 


‘region would flourish and bloom with 


wealth and beauty. It would grow 
into one of the finest States in the 
American Union. It would shine as 
brightly as any star in the national 
galaxy. It would be an honor instead 
of a trouble tothe country. It would 
be a source of riches and support, in- 
stead of an expense and an irtitation 
to the Government. The real diffi- 
culty is not “Mormonism,” it is not 
polygamy; it is misrepresentation . 


and lack of understanding of the facts 
and the people, and a want of manli- 
ness and spirit on the part of those 


who know, and are afraid to speak 
the truth and act upon conviction. 

Any one who wants to study “the | 
Mormon problem” impartially, w 
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have to steer clear of the class last 
described, and should throw aside all 

revious impressions aud prejudices. 

e should visit the people where 
they live, see their sobriety, industry, 
simplicity, order and peace; learn 
their true status and sentiments, and 
form his own conclusions from what 
he sees with his own eyes and hears 
with his own ears. The doctrines 
and principles of the Mormons” 
may be learned from their book ; it 
is folly to think that they can be 


truly learned from those who make it 
a business to misrepresent them, And 
one who thus investigates will not 
only find out how shamefully and un- 
justly the “Mormons” have been 
abused, but also the insignificance of 
numbers and the paucity of honor of 
those who villify this ple and. 
undertake to lecture and dictate to 
strangers what course they may or. 
3 not pursue. in relation to tho 
“ Mormon” question. Deseret News. .. 


CONGRESS AND UTAH. 


The following article, with a few of sary to preserve to each precinct a 
its original sentences eliminated, is republican form of government, or 
from the Press, u newspaper pub- | the right of the majority to the rule. 
lished at Winsted, Connecticut, In one of these let Mormonism . 
U. S. A. It is a sample of what | demonstrute its superiority if it can. 
numbers of Gentile journals are|If it is superior the world should | 
saying about the recent hostile | know it, and if it is not superior the 
legislation of Congress for Utah. world will not adopt it. These social » 

questions can only be finally settled 

by experience, and the great obstacle 
to social progress is the difficulty of 

putting proposed reforms in unfettered . 

practice to get that experience, and 

to demonstrate their superiority ur 
inferiority beside established customs. 


We are no advocate of polygamy, 
but when the Deseret News of Utah 
tells Congress that it has no right to 
require anything more of Utah than 
a republican form of government, we 
say the Deseret News is right. If a 


majority of the people of Utah are in 
favor of polygamy, they should he 
privileged to practice polygamy. It 
is a matter which the general govern- 
ment has no right to meddle with, 
for we take it that this nation was 
not established to promote monogamy 
or to rote in any way the mar- 
riage affairs of the 8 
_ The true policy in all such matters 
is to let the people of a State decide 
for themselves. If a system works 
injury to them, they may be trusted 
to abandon it, and if they do not 


Give, we say, free lovers a dominion 
of their own, and let them demon- 
strate if wri can that their theories 
may be safely put in practice among 
men and women as they are. Give 
the communists, the monopolists, and 
all other ists,“ their state and full 
liberty to put their theories to the 
test within it as best they may. Let 
there be some spot in this great coun- 
try where social experiments may be 
fairly tried, each on its own territory, 
without danger of oppression from 
unbelievers and bigots, and people 


abandon it, whose business is it but 
their own? Through freedom to 
make experiments comes progress, 
and anything that interferes with that 
— * as 
ary to publie policy. It wou 
be well, perhaps, if the nation or a 
part of it were divided into small 
precincts, within which social experi- 
ments could be tried without the in- 
terference of the States or the gene- 
ral government, save such as is neces- 


who think they know it all; without 
fear of ungenerous majorities outside 
the territory, and without the abner- - 
mal developments and hideous de- 
formities that result from such fear. 
We have considerable faith in tho 
people. We even believe they can be 
trusted to adopt that social system 
snited to their needs, and to reject 
that which is unfit for them. It 
might not be difficult to show the . 


/ 


* 
| 
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error of this faith. But then we; 


maintain that the majority of the peo- 
ple in every State should be protected 
in their right to live under such sucial 
regulations-as they think best suited 
to their needs, whether they are best 
suited or not. Who shall judge for 
them? Who shall be a law to a free 
people if they cannot be a law to 
themselves 
If the people of Utah want poly- 
gamy, let them have all the polygamy 
they want. We say, d—— any Con- 
that interferes one way or ano- 
ther. But — —— do not ask 
recognition by the government, state 
or national. * * * They do not 
ask fur what is plainly their right, 
and as much their right as if they 
were Methodists, viz., self-government 
in these things. They simply ask to 
be allowed to worship according to 
the dictates of their conscience and 
the precepts of the Old Testament. 
And Congress unblushingly makes 
this the offense for which their lawful 
representative is shut out of the house 
and they are prevented from organ- 
izing asa state! If this is not an ex- 
hibition of despotic bigotry and mean 
oe ere shall we find one! 
oe e wish Congress would 
mind its own business and let poly- 
gamy ulone, banish it from considera- 
tion and treat Utah asif the Mormons 
never existed. And we suppose all the 
fools will say we are in favor of hel- 
my because we ure not iu favor of 
ngress continuing to be Congress for 
the sole purpose uf being mean to the 
people of Utah. | : 
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Justic: is pretty mach a matter of 
luck an le anes anyway in this coun- 
try. Men are not equal before the 
law, tue fundamental prineiples of the 
government are not applied to ‘all 
alike. If u mau’s politics and religion 
agree with the politics and religion of 
the fellow with the legal scourge, he 
is given a fair show; otherwise not. 
Legislaturs seem — — of apply- 
ing the general principles of justice to 
those who disagree with them. They 
happen to dislike polygamy: there- 
fore the brvad principles upon which 
the goverument is founded are of no 
accuunt when polygamists ask for 
their rights. If members of Congress 
shouid take a similar dislike to the 
Baptists it would be just as bad for 
the Baptists or for any body of men. 
There is no impartial tribunal in this 
fair land, unless it may be the U. 8. 
Supreme Court and that is not above 
suspicion. It seems to us that gentle- 
men should take special pride in being 


just to those who hold opinions differ- 


ing from their own — an anti-poly- 
gainist to the polygamist, for instance 
—that they would rather stretch a 
int to give an enemy his rights, if 

or nothing else than to preserve the 
grand fundamental principle of equal 
and exact justice to all, and be able to 
say of our country that here the laß 
is no respector of persons or creeds. 
But it is not so and the indefensible 
conduct of the present Congress to- 
wird the helpless people of Utah is a 
conspicuous illustration that it is not 
— 


Recreation does not mean idleness, and it may mean labor. A wise man 
will so arrange his labors that each succeeding one shall be so totally different 
from the lust that it shall serve as a recreation for it. Physical exertion 


follow mental, and then give place to it 


again. A man equally wise in 


other hygienic measures, who could nicely adjust the labors of mind and 


in their true proportion, might hope 


faculties fresh and vigorous to the last. 


to attain old age with all his men 


DETrERMINATION.—The endowments of nature we cannot command, but we 


can cultivate those given. 


“My experience,“ remarks Sir Fowell Buxton, 


“is that men of great talents are apt to do nothing for want of vigor. Vigor, 
energy, resolution, firuiness of purpose—these carry the day. Is there one 
whoin difficulties disiwarten, Leuds to tac He will do little. 
there one who will conquer? Tuat kind of man never fails, Let it be your © 


first study to teach the world that you are nut wood aud straw—that you have 
some iron in you, Let men kno that what you say you will du: that your 
decision made is final—uo wavering; that once resolved, you are not to be 
allured or intimidated.” . 


al 
tal 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1882. 


THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 585. 


THatT the Gospel of Jesus Christ is necessarily one and archéngeable; end ä 
with the foregoing as its first or initiatory principles a perfect and therefore 
exclusive system of salvation, is a proposition which, however unpopular, is 


susceptible, as previously asserted, of the plainest possible proof. The Holy. 


Scriptures abound in evidences of this fact, and reason amply supports 
— in confirmation of its truth. The Apostle Peter, the highest autho- 


of his times after the ascension of the Savior, declares (Acts iv, 4) that 
lere is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must 


2 This passage alone is sufficient to prove the unity of Christ as 


— 


the Savior of the world, and likewise to substantiate the fact that even if 


there could be another Gospel possessing efficacy as a medium of salvation, it 


also would have to be a Gospel of Jesus Christ, since He is the sole author 
of salvation to all the inhabitants of the earth, But Paul, another Apostle, | 
in the fourth chapter of his epistle to the Ephesians, testifies of “one Lord, 


one faith, one baptism, one Spirit,” and plainly demonstrates that one of the 
principal objects of the Gospel, by means of its inspired Priesthood and 


spiritual gifts, is the bringing of its believers to “the unity of the faith,” 


previous to their being made perfect in Christ; and this too corresponds 


beautifully with the pathetic prayer of the Savior himself, (John xvii,) that 


His disciples might be made “perfect in one,” and become one with Him 


even as He was already one with His Father in heaven. 
Faul also, in another place, denouncing the apostacy of the Galatian 


> — 


churches (Galatians i, 8, 9), and the efforts of certain persons to institute 
“another Gospel” and pervert the true Gospel of Christ, employs the follow- 


ing forcible language: “Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 


other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him 


be accursed !” and in order to render his meaning still more plain, unmis- 


takable and emphatic, he repeats the injunction as follows: If any man 


preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 


These inspired utterances are too obvious and intelligible to be 


misunderstood by any honest-hearted reader of the Holy Scriptures, They 1 


show as plainly as words can possibly show that the Gospel of Christ is one, 
and unchangeable in its nature, the same yesterday, to-day and forever; that 
its object is the temporal and eternal union of its converts, and that it was 


designed for the benefit and blessing of all humanity, especially for such as 


¢ 
* 
— 
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would believe and faithfully obey its principles? And why should it be 
otherwise ! God is not the author of strife and confusion. He is essentially 
a lover and promoter of union, and looks with no favor upon those wn 
ene u ‘contrary disposition. He would be the last to enecwrage, either by 
thotght, word or action, anything having the slightest tendeney towards 
discord, disunion and division. Peace and union are among the prevailing 
4 and eternal harmony are 

ely manifest in all His wondrous workmanship. We cannot conceive of 
sich a Being, whose avowed purpose is the bringing of His offspring to a 
ofieness of profession and practice, engaging in the institution or promotion of 
atty cause whose inclination would be directly inimical to the attainment of 
His fondest desires, and laying aside the basic principles of His union-loving, 
harmony-enhancing nature, to inaugurate strife and contention on earth, and , 
etigender difference and disputation among His children upon that greatest 
and most vitally important of all questions, the eternal salvation of their 
sdtls. And would not such consequences ensue, were He to reveal to the 
human family more than one method of attaining salvation ? 

The present religious aspect of the Christian world, with its heterogeneous 
nititiplicity of jarring, contending sects, all differing, disputing and dividing 
among themselves, yet each one claiming to be the true Church of Christ 
should be a sufficient answer. For if puny man, by apostatizing from truth 
ahd concocting such a vast variety of ways and means for worshipping his 
Maker, can create such a pandemonium of doctrinal discord as that which 
ecclesiastical Christendom—to say nothing of heathendom—displays, then 
whdt might not the Almighty accomplish in the same direction, were it not 
in diametrical opposition to His principles to descend to the perpetration of 
such folly and wickedness, and thereby defeat the fulfillment of His most 
cherished designs, besides dooming unnumbered myriads of His begotten off- 
spring to spiritual death and destruction! We might continue this argu- 
ment ad infinitum from a biblical point of view, but without going further 
into that divine record in quest of proofs which are scattered as thickly as 
summer sun-beams over its sacred pages, let us now survey the subject from 
another standpoint, and see whether reason alone will not bear out the belief 
that “this Gospel of the kingdom,” which was to be and is now being 
“preached in all the world for a witness untoall nations,” before the coming 
of “the end,” is the one and only system of salvation that has ever been or 
ever will be revealed from heaven for the redemption and exaltation of the 
human family. 

— presumed thas there are but fow if any sincere believers in God, 
or in any form of religion bearing the name of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
who would willingly assert that the latter could be anything else than a per- 
fect plan of salvation. The Almighty, as a perfect being, is necessarily per- 
fect in all His ways and works, and any system or science devised by Him 
for the temporal and spiritual regeneration of our race, would consequently 
be faultless in construction, consummate in operation and thoroughly capable 
of fulfilling every requirement of its existence. These facts being admitted, 
we must immediately concede the unity and exclusiveness of the Gospel of 
Ohrist: How so? it might be asked. For the following reasons. A perfect 


7 
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Gospel is of necessity an exclusive Gospel, for of any two such systems, which , 
for argument’s sake, we will say might be revealed, one of them must, asa, 
matter of course, be inferior. No two things can be created exactly alike, . 
and therefore, speaking in the strictest sense of the term, no such thing 9s, 
equality can possibly exist. But even if it could, in the present instance, 
what would be the use of two Gospels made exactly alike for precisely the 
same purpose? The Creator is a wise economist, but such an act would be. 
superfluous and extravagant in the highest degree. But they could not be. 
exactly alike. One of them, as explained, would have to be inferior, tor 
only one of the twain could be perfect, and hence completely competent to 
fulfill the exact measure of their mutual formation. The superior Gospel 
would be the creation of God, and it alone, for the inferior one, being imper-- 
fect and therefore defective in its organization and capacity, could not possi- - 
bly proceed from Him, since there is no such thing as imperfection extant in 
all His handiwork. It is true, His creature man is at present very imperfect, 
but it was not so originally. God made man upright, says Solomon, “ but 
they have sought out many inventions” On the morning of creation, he, g 
with all the rest of the great Creator's workmanship, was made perfect and 
pronounced “very good,” but he afterwards fell into transgression, which is 
always the downward path, and through his own sins and follies has steadily 
degenerated to his present fallen condition. Now it is only by means of a. 
perfect Gospel that he can be regenerated and raised to the high and perfect 
position from which he fell, and such a one is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, ye 
subject we are now considering. 

A perfect Gospel, comprehending all truth, all intelligence, all e 
of progression, is necessarily sole and exclusive in its nature. It actually 
precludes, not only the necessity but likewise the possibility of the existence 
of any other Gospel having genuine efficacy and saving virtue. For, being 
complete and perfect in all its parts, all-inclusive, all-absorbent, all-powerful, . 
all- sufficient in character and capability, as the greater it would certainly 
comprehend the less, and not only deprive it, if existing, of any room or oc 
sion to operate, but, if not existing, would leave no extra, unused material 
for its construction. So that whichever alternative is chosen by such as may 
be disposed to question the validity of our position, it is clearly the case that 
any other Gospel, besides the only one that ever did, ever will, or in the very 
nature of things ever can exist, would either be superfluous or impossible; 
and to accuse the all- wise Creator of committing either folly, would be an 
insult to His intelligence and a profanation of His character. Mankind may 
invent, as mankind has already invented, systems upon systems of so-called 
religion, and falsely call them, to his greater condemnation, by the sacred 
name of Him who died that all men might live, and some of these man-made. 
methods of worship, or rather idolatry, though all are imperfect and defective ' 
like their clay creators, may be exceedingly plausible and popular with their 
professors, nor yet entirely devoid of grains and particles of truth Never- 
theless, they are all illegal and unauthorized of God, who will utterly refuse 
to recognize their usurped authority, unlawful establishment and unhallowed | 
administrations, or to accept of the fruits of any faith or form of worship, 
whatsoever, aside from those of the everlasting, unchangeable Gospel of his 
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Son Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Jesus Christ! that sole and exclusive sys- 
tem of salvation, that perfect and perpetual science of progression, that mar- 
velous and mysterious plan, so plain, so simple, and withal so powerful; so- 
admirably adapted to the needs and capacity of every soul, from the highest. 
to the humblest intelligence ever tabernacled in mortal flesh, and so amply. 
capable of subserving the far-reaching purposes of its Omnipotent Creator, as, 
to be the all-essential method of salvation in this life, and the indispensable 
— 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. M eetings will be held in the Latter-day Sainte” 
Meeting-room, 15, Hunslett Road, Leeds, Sunday, September 24th, at 10.30 
a. m., and 2.30 and 6 p.m. President Carrington is expecte:! to be present. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE.—On Sunday, October lot, Conference 
meetings will be held at 10.30 a. m., and 2 and 6 p.m., in the Latter-day 
Saints’ Chapel, St. Anne Street, N ottingham. President Carrington is ex- 


pected to be present. 


LONDON CONFERENCE.—Meetings will be held in Orson’s Assembly 
Rooms, 23, New Road, Commereial Road, London, E, Sunday, October 8th, 
at 10.30 a. m.. and 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. President — is expected to be 
present, 


THE FOURTH COMPANY rde company of Saints which left these 
shores on Saturday, September 2, 1882, per S. S. Wyoming, arrived at New 
York on Tuesday the 12th, at 8 o’clock a. m. 


SYNOPSIS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Elder John England, in a letter from Lowestoft, Suffolk, dated September 
7, 1882, gives an account of his labors in the ministry, of which the following 
is a synopsis: 

He left Salt Lake City October 11, 1881, in company with 25 other 
missionaries in charge of Elder R. R. Anderson, all bound for Great Britain. 
A voyage of 11 or 12 days upon the Atlantic brought them to Liverpool, 
where they were met and welcomed by President Carrington. Elder Eng- 
land first visited the City of Norwich, his native place, where he found him- 
self a stranger among strangers. He called upon relatives at North Walsham 
and another place in the same vicinity, and then returned to Norwich, where 
he hunted up an old acquaintance who received him hospitably, but did not- 

“want to hear anything about Joseph Smith or Mormonism.” He had “read 
the Book of Mormon 28 years ago and forgotten all about it.” He was glad. 
to see Elder England safe back again, because he had heard that people who 
went out to Utah were never allowed to get away again. Brother England 
disabused his mind, and departing thence went down to St. Marys, where he 
resided some 25 years ago. Contrasted the place with his home in Zion, 
much to the latter’s credit, and soon afterward joined Elders Wm. Wood and 
John H. White, and with them proceeded to Lowestoft, where he was assigned 
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to u regular field of labor. Since landing im this country ten month since, he 
has walked 1,700 miles, mostly alone, but recently has been traveling in com- 
pany with Elder W. W. Hunter. They have gone over 380 miles in 24 daga, 
hel 16 meetings, 18 of them in che open air, scattered out and gathered T, 
great many tracts and baptised one person. They preached id 9 towns sad 
villages, in some places where the Gospel had not been sounded. They met 
with some opposition and were threatened and pelted with sand in a town 
called Melbourn, and were sung and hooted out of another place called 
Elgare. They were feeling well, however, aud were doing all they could to 
scatter the word of life and salvation. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Nottingham, September 6, 1882. in that once well-gleaned field. I 
President A. Carrington. spent a few days with my relations in 
Dear Brother,--Believing that a Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, who 
brief sketch of our labors in the Not- | received me kindly and listened with 
tingham Conference, would be of in- | marked attention to the testimony I 
terest to yourself and others who {had to bear of the restoration of the 
ave watching the progress of the true Plan of Salvation, and I feel 
Latte:-day work, I herewith submit «| assured that their minds are now 
statement of our proceedings fur the | disahused of many false statements, 
past few months. -which hitherto bave been the foun- 
After laboring about twelve months dation of their most sanguine conclu- 
in the Southern States Mission, (in| sléns, respecting the Latter-day 
the State of Georgia four months | Saints. On the 19th of June I was 
awd in St. Louis, Mo. seven, the re- released from the Bristol Conference 
mainder of the time being spent in| and appointed to travel in the Not- 
traveling) I was released by President | tingham Conference, where I arrived 
John Morgan from further duties in} on the 21st of the same month and 
that land, and procceded to Great | found Elder F. B. Woolley, R. H. 
Britain, according to appointment | Stringfellow and E. Spencer, all look- 
made at the General Cunference of | ing well and feeling deeply interested 
April, 1881. I arrived in Liverpool | in the prosecution of their labors. . 
on the 8th of April, spent four days President Geo. Stringfellow had 
with my brother, who returned with | accompanied a little band of Saints 
the April 12th company from a two | (about forty-five in number) to Liver- 
years’ mission, and was then appointed | pool, on their way to the land of Zion. 
to labor in the Bristol Conference in He then made a visit to the Isle of, 
company with Elder Alfred Alder, Man, but soon returned and entered 
President of the Conference. We | as usual upon the duties of his calling 
accordingly took train for that point, us a man of God, fall of the spirit 
and entered immediately upon the his labors, seeking to promote the in- 
duties of missionary life. I took | terest of the Lord's work in reclaim: 
great pleasure in laboring with Elder | ing fallen humanity. This is plainly, 
der, and was pleused to make the | obvious from the good results of his 
acquaintance of so many kind and | well-developed plan of administering. 
generous-hearted Saints, but owing the sacred truths of the Gospel. 1 
te their scattered condition and the have assisted in holding upwards of 
searcity of “trath-seekers” in the since 
rately 


outside world, we were unable to | district, the greater number of w 
hold many meetiugs ; still, through | have been in the open-air, mode 

the untiring diligence of the ’s| well attended by Saints and stran- 
servants, aided by the spirit of their Besides this the local Priest- 


gers. 
divine calling, I am pereunded that hood bas done much in holding meet - 
much good will yet be accomplished | ings and “ tracting” their neighbor - 
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hoods. Sundays have been set apart 
and used for the pur of holding 
general “Camp Meetings,” consisting 
of three or four services each. i 
has proven to the satisfaction of all 
whe have watched closely its fruitful 
resutts, toa be the most successful way 
of warning the people, reserving to 
ourselves the right of representation, 
and thus removing prejudice and 
recunesined notions concerning the 
faith and teachings of the Latter-day 
Saint. Its influenee is wide and 
sweeping, as a preparatory work for a 
boutitifal harvest in the futurd, and 
nut w ithatanding this is an old field of 
labor, front which hundreds have 
taken their flight Zion-ward, we feel 
much eneouraged by the assurance 
that a goodly number from the midst 
of the multitude will yet show their 
true colors, by standing out on the 
side of truth. 
We are generally treated with kind- 
ness, even among strangers, and realiz- 
ing the fact that we were once rocked 
in the cradle of fulse tradition, we can 
well afford to extend the mantle of 
charity to our fellows who are now 
in the same condition. We have 
baptized about twenty-five persons, 
(including four re-bapti and 
many others seem deeply interested 
in the Importance of becoming doers 
of the word as well as hearers. 
think they are convinced sufficiently 
at ast, to sense the fact that our mis- 
sion is not to be set aside as a thin 
of naught, and that the principles o 
Faith, Repentance, Baptism by im- 
mersion for the remission of sins and 
the laying on of hands for the gift of 
the Huy Ghost, are sumething more 
thau the popular display of religions 
professura, which can be aduntted 
into their articles of faith,” as 
mere outward ordinances, or rejected, 
at the discretion of the candidate ; 
and thus the black mantle of error, 
which so long has clouded their un- 
derstandings, is becoming somewhat 
thread bare, by reason of the constant 
frietiou en by its contact with the 
inspired testimonies of the servunts 
of God, and the light of truth is be- 
to dawn upon their senses. 
The question now is nat Are these 


* Mormons” teaching biblical truth,” 
but “how will it affeet my social stund- 


This. 


I | that they will duly con 


40 
it 1 acknowledge my in 


auch principles ?” afford to 
lose my standing in society and be 
looked upon as a Mormon” by my 


friends and kindred?’ and thus many 


will question themselves, whether to 
choose the side of vigtté ond inherit a 
hich and noble position in the eternal 
world, or to choose the opposite, and 
in to themselves honor and popu- 
sity. this short life and be stri 
ped of every merit of eternal lifa 
This is Eternal Life—to choose 
principles which will lead to an eter- 
nul existence in an orgunized 
city. while denth is to ignore the word 
of Gud, and thus forfeit all right to 
elements, in the presence o 
Father und the Son. Others who are 
fully convinced of the striking simb- 
larity of the Gospel taught the 
Elders of Israel to the ancient plan of 
salvation, will hesitate and ask them 
selves— Can it be true?” exposing 
at once their dubiety as tu the Divine 
authenticity of that sacred record the 
Bible—and still follow the fashion of 
attending some religious service aud 
wearing a long fues' on the Sabbath- 
day, and p ing to he followers 
of the meek und lowly Jesus, at the 
same time questioning His Gospel 
and authority. But my yer is 
— their 
weak position, repent of their si 
and come forth in humility and 
immersed in wuter for the remission 
of sins, receive the gift of the —. 
Ghost by prayer and the impositi 
of hands, and thus wheel into line 
and learn to serve the Lord. | 
A recent letter from President 
Mo shows that the work of the 
lied is moving “gently along” in 
that purt of the vinevard. He says: 
“The spirit of mobvcracy is not near 
so prevulent now, as one year ago; in 
fact, so fur, this season, we have had 
it remarkably quiet, something we are 
not much accustomed to here.” The 
South has been blessed this year with 
a bounteous harvest of ‘every kind, 
and things are looking up a little. 
With kind regards to yourself and 
all at 42 I remain your brother in 
tho Gospel covenant. 
Gro. C. PARKINSON. 
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MORMON. 


— 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 583.] 


How wonderful a miracle much 
greater than the discovery of the re- 
cords in the hill Cumorah—that an 
uneducated youth, (and neither friend 
nor foe claims he was educated), could 
produce a work preguant with princi- 

les connected with the most vital 
interests of the human family, and 
treating on subjects that cuncern 
man’s temporal and eternal welfare, 
which cannot be refuted by all the 
learned of the world. Would not 
this be much more wonderful, calling 
for a much greater strain on our cre- 
dulity than to believe that God has 
again spoken and brought to light this 
long hidden treasure? And if it be 
inconsistent to believe that neither 
Joseph Smith nor Solomon Spaulding 
was the author of the religious por- 
tions of the Book of Mormon, wherein 
is it more consistent to ascribe the 
authorship to Sidney Rigdon. He 
was as utterly ignorant of many of the 
doctrines and principles made —— 
in the Book of Mormon as was Solo- 
mon Spaulding or any other unin- 
spired priest of fifty or so years ago. 

bere was no system of philosophy, 
ethics or religion then known to man- 
kind from which he could have drawn 
the inspiration to write many of the 
doctrinal precepts in the k of 
Mormon. 

To tide over this difficulty, persons 
unacquainted with the contents of the 
Book of Mormon (which unfortuately 
the greater portion of mankind are,) 
have suggested that Solomon Spauld- 
ing wrote the historical portion (an 
impossibility as we have heretofore 
shown), and that Joseph Smith or 
somebody else added the religious 

rtion. To those who have read the 

k of Mormon this hypothesis is 
supremely ridiculous. 
An objector to the Bible might, 
with equal consistency, assert that 
somebody wrote the historical portion 
of the Old and New Testaments, and 
somebody else, after the historical 
portion was all written, introduced 
the religious teachings. One is as 


impossible as the other. Every one 
who knows anything of the Book of 
Mormon knows that the narrative 
of events grows out of and is insepa- 
rably connected with the religious idea. 
The book opens with the statement 
that Lehi was a prophet, bearing 
Jehovah’s unwelcome message of de- 
struction to the inhabitants of the 
sin-seared city of Jerusalem. They 
rejected and persecuted him. By 
divine command he fied with his 
family into the wilderness and was 
led by that same inspiration to the 
American continent. That the reason 
why the Lord thus delivered him was, 
that He might raise up to Himself a 
people that would serve Him. He 
covenanted to give Lehi and his 
terity this most precious land as thei 
inheritance if they kept His com- 
mandments. How they fulfilled his 
law, how they prospered when obe- 
dient, how they suffered when disobe- 
dient, is the burden of the story of the 
writers of the Book of Mormon. It 
is the main idea to which all others 
are incidental, the controlling thought 
around which all others concentrate ; 
it is the life of the whole record, the 
golden thread running through all its 
pages, which gives consistency to all 
its parts) A man might just as well 
attempt to write the gospel of St. 
Matthew and leave out all references 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as write the 
Book of Mormon without its religious 
theory and teachin 

The creature who invented the 
idea of the dual authorship of this 
book must have imagined that the 
doctrinal portion was dropped in 
by lumps or “clumsily” inserted 
between different historical epochs. 
It is true there are where 
liberal extracts from the Bible are 


quoted, and if these were all, there 
might be some semblance of consis- 
tency in the supposition. But it is 
not ao, the doctrinal and historical 
portions are, as a general thing, 80 
intermingled and blended that neither 
could be withdrawn without destroy- 
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ing the sense of the other. If it were the Book of Mormon declares should 


possible to conceive of the amalgama- : 


tion of two separate documents—one 


religious and the other histurical—it | 


would be much easier to believe that 
the doctrinal portions were written 


first, and that the historical ideas | 


were afterwards filled in; for, as 
before mentioned, the historical nar- 
rative is but secondary and tributary 
tothe religious idea. But this would 
not support the theory of the Spauld- 
ingites ; it would, in fact, entirely 
upset all their arguments, for the 
reason that they claim that “The 
Manuscript Found,” a historical ro- 
mance of an idolatrous people, be it 
remembered, was written by Spauld- 
ing, not later then 1812, while the 
‘Book of Mornon was not published 
by Joseph Smith until 1829; conse- 
‘quently such an arrangement would 
“be fatal to their hypothesis. A 
„We next glance at the prophecies 
of the Book of Mormon, a number of 
‘which are already fulfilled. These 
are among the most irrefutable evi- 
dences of the divinity of the work ; 
the facts are patent to all the world, 
they are within the reach of all man- 
kind. Ever since the year 1829, men 
shave bad the opportunity of testing 
.the contents of the Book of Mormon, 
as it hus not been hidden in a corner, 
but has been published in all the 
dominant languages of Christendom. 
To say that many of its prophecies 
have not been fulfilled is to deny 
‘history. And it cannot be asserted 
that these phecies are happy 
guesses, as at the time when the Boo 
of Mormon was published they ap- 
peared most improbable, none more 
so than those which foretell the 
results that would follow its own 
ere may For it must be remem- 
red that when it was published 
there was no Church of Jesus Christ 
organized upon the earth, und there 
was no-remote probability of the then 
non-existent church producing the 
results in itself and to the world that 


— 


follow its establishment, which have 
deen fultilled, year by year, from the 
time of the publication to the present. 
If the Book of Mormon be not true, 
then these prophecies originated with 
Joseph Smith, and as they have been 
fulfilled, be was a true prophet ; fur- 
ther, as they were declared in the 
name of the Lord, and the Lord has 
recognized them by permitting their 
fulfillment in so many wondrous ways 
and by such direct manifestations of 
His divine power, therefore the con- 
clusion is inevitable that the Lord 
owned and acknowledged Joseph 
Smith as his servant. On the other 
hand, if they did not originate with 
Juseph Smith, then the record is 
genuine, for the prophecies are true, 
und they were uttered by the men 
to whom they are aseribed. If so 
Joseph’s account of his discovery of 
the plates is true and he is a seer and 
a revelator, especially called of God 
to lay the fuundation of the mighty 
work of the last days, 

Those who are so strongly 
to Mormonism can accept whichever 


horn of the dilemma they choose, 


But to our mind the first supposition 
is utterly untenable, as it is impos- 
sible for us to conceive that God who 
hateth a lie would choose for His ser- 
vant a man who made such a science 
of .falsehuod, or that the Divine One 
would add the seal of His approba- 
tion to 2 forgery and an imposture 
such as the Book of Mormon woul 
be under these circumstances. To 
believe such a thing would be as con- 
sistent as to believe that if there were 

rophecies contained in Gulliver’s 

ravels” the Lord would move hea- 
ven and earth to bring about their 
fulfillment; for if the k of Mor- 
mon be not what it claims, then it is 
as urrant a romance as the celebrated 
work of Dean Swift, and one is as 
worthy of credence as the other.— 
Juvenile Instructor. 


We see with pain how frequently a husband or wife is quick-sighted {to see 
faults or mistakes in one another which would not be noticed in a friend or 
acquaintance. This ought not to be. Those who are to walk through life 

ther should be slow to find faults, and quick to see and recognize a deed 
well done, however simple. | 
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